
 

Looking Ahead      

Monday, May 25 

 School Closed (Memorial Day) 
 

Friday, May 29 

 Last Day of School 

 8th Grade Virtual Recognition Ceremony, 
6:30 PM 

 

Monday, June 1 

 Building Fees Due 

 Registration Forms Due on EAGLEnet 
 

Monday, June 8 

 Student Semester Reports Available on 
EAGLEnet 

 

 
 

Dear EAGLE School Parents, 
 

The end of the school year feels closer than it did last week. Teachers have already begun working on their last 
week-at-a-glance planning templates, and May 29 feels more palpable by the day. While we are planning for 
limited end-of -year activities, we're also looking ahead to next year, as the registration forms you are now filling 
out attest to. 
 

I'm often asked what form school will take next year. My best answer is that I can't know yet. What I can say is 
that we are looking at a wide range of possibilities and the decision will be largely guided by local and state 
government input.  There are a number of variables in this decision that need to be taken into account, including 
many considerations about safety, personnel, facilities, childcare, parental involvement, and communication. 
Throughout this is our dedication to deliver our school's mission – to serve the needs of gifted and talented 
children in our community.  
 

The possibilities range between the endpoints of "normal" school, like we had before March 13, to a 
continuation of the distance learning that we are now practicing. In between those two endpoints are a myriad 
of possibilities involving part-time schedules, hybrid models involving both regular and distance learning, and a 
host of procedures for social distancing that we're seeing in other parts of the world like Denmark. My job is to 
learn as much as I can by reading widely and talking to a wide range of individuals, planning ahead to procure 
equipment we will need, considering all possibilities, and mostly waiting until we have enough information to 
make a good decision. I expect that we will eventually use several different plans, depending on changing 
circumstances. 
 

The most immediate decision we have coming up is for summer school, originally planned to begin in mid-June. 
Given what we now know, we are cancelling in-person classes and are considering postponing sessions until the 
first two weeks of August. We are also asking if some teachers could offer their program, or a similar one, online, 
either at the time the program was originally scheduled, or anytime during the summer. We will reach out to 
parents as soon as we have more information. 
 

Meanwhile, I'm very appreciative for the health and relative well-being we can enjoy amidst an unpredictable 
future. 

~Andy 
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EAGLE 2020-21 Registration Online 
Registration for the 2020-21 school year is now online! The registration forms can be found in parents’ EAGLEnet 
accounts upon login. (The technology form also appears in student accounts.)  
 

For detailed instructions on the registration process, please carefully read the email sent by Andy on Tuesday 
(May 5) afternoon. Many forms only require the signature of one parent. Once the form is completed by one, it 
will no longer appear in the list of forms for the other parent. When a form requires more than one signature, 
each individual must log in to his/her own account to sign it. Even if both parent names appear on the form, the 
signature box will be grayed out unless you are viewing it from your own account. Please note: the technology 
form must be signed by one parent and the student, each from their own accounts. 
 

All registration forms, fee payments, and new automatic transfer authorizations (or post-dated checks) should 
be submitted no later than June 1. Contact jimlene@eagleschool.org with any technical issues you may 
encounter when completing your forms. 
 
New Aerie-Gram Format Coming Soon  
Beginning next week, this weekly newsletter will arrive in a new format. Instead of receiving an email with the 
Aerie-Gram as a pdf attachment, you will now view the newsletter in the body of the email. The exact layout 
may vary, depending on the type of device you are using. The email will be sent directly from EAGLEnet, so you 
may want to mark eagleschool@myschoolemails.com as a “safe” sender to prevent the newsletter from going 
to your email provider’s spam/junk folder. The Aerie-Gram will now be conveniently archived on EAGLEnet 
(under Resources), so you can easily view past issues at any time. 
 

 
 
 

 

8th Grade Information Forms Due Tomorrow 
8th grade graduation information forms are due Friday, May 8. Parents should review these with 
their student prior to submission. Information provided will assist teachers in writing tribute 

speeches for our graduates. 
 
Meet Sora: EAGLE’s New Gateway for Borrowing E-Books and Audiobooks 
E-books and audiobooks are now available year round to EAGLE students and staff from the EAGLE library's new 
access to the Sora gateway (operated by OverDrive). EAGLE has joined the WSDLC (Wisconsin Schools Digital 
Library Consortium) with access to more than 5000 electronic titles. In addition, the EAGLE library can 
independently purchase individual e-book or audiobook titles for single use only by the EAGLE community, as 
well as selected titles as class sets (definitely helpful during the pandemic). A BIG thank you to the EPO for the 
seed money! 
 

Borrowing instructions and recommended authors in Sora are posted on EAGLEnet in each unit's Library class 
(see Topics - SORA). Ellen will announce new books and update the recommended authors list as new titles are 
added. She also welcomes recommendations (ellen@eagleschool.org)! 
 
 
 
 
 

General Information 

What’s Happening 
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Future Scientists Benefit from Mentorships 
Seven 7/8 students undertook science mentorships this year, and on Monday, May 4, they presented 
the outcomes of their studies during a virtual meeting on Zoom for an audience of parents, mentors, 
and the 6/7 students. The depth of understanding gained by these young people was quite 

impressive. We are extremely grateful to the mentors and to coordinator Terra Theim for the many hours they 
committed to this project. 
  

Laila A. – Astrophysics (Mentor: Steve Cantley) 
Emma B. & Mira P.– Stem Cells (Mentor: Ashish Rawal) 
Lois B. –Betelgeuse (Mentors: Rachel McClure & Evan Linck) 
Justin D. – Coding (Mentor: Irene Ong) 
Max T. & Joey K.– Strokes (Mentor: Vivek Prabhakaran) 
 
Statewide Science Matters Winners 
EAGLE produced two winners in the statewide Science Matters essay contest hosted by the Wisconsin Society 
of Science Teachers (WSST) this spring. As a result, both students and the EAGLE Science Department earned 
cash awards! Elsa F.’s (6/7) essay, “The Perseverance of Rita Levi-Montaclini,” was the winning entry in the 6th – 
8th grade competition. Gio R. (UP) tied for first place in the Pre-K – 2nd grade division with his essay, “How Science 
Helps Me Play Golf.” We are so proud of Elsa, Gio, and all of the EAGLE students who participated in the essay 
contest! 
 

NHD Winner Going to Nationals 

At the end of yesterday’s state competition, Aharon S. claimed National Finalist honors and the 
opportunity to represent Wisconsin at the national level with his Historical Paper on Justice 
Thurgood Marshall. The national contest, typically held at the University of Maryland-College Park, 

will take place online this year, from June 14 – 18. Kudos also go to first alternate Jeana K., whose Historical 
Paper on Roberto Clemente placed third. We sincerely congratulate both of these young historians! 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

 
Get Ready for Challenge Week! 
Challenge Week is May 11 – 15. Monday is PJ Day, so go to your virtual classes in your PJs and fuzzy 
slippers! From there, the challenges will continue. Students in 4/5 and up will nominate and vote to 

decide the winner of the PJ Challenge. The winner then selects the challenge for Tuesday, and so on. For grades 
Nest – 3/4, teachers will choose the Challenge of the Day for the remainder of the week. Have fun! 
 

BoxTops For Education 
We would like to thank everyone who contributed to BoxTops, which provides important funds to host 
student-led events! Please continue scanning those receipts. We appreciate it! 

See boxtops4education.com for more details on how to contribute. When creating a Box Tops account, note 
that our school's name is listed as "EAGLE Gifted School of Madison." 
 
 
 
 

Student Council Update 

Congratulations 

http://boxtops4education.com/


 
 
 
 

 
Vote for the EPO Board! 
This year, voting for new EAGLE Parent Organization (EPO) board members is being conducted online. 
Please visit https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VWVZVD2 to elect up to seven new board members. 

The poll closes on Thursday, May 14, at 11:59 p.m. Questions? Contact EPO president Farah Ali 
farah.ziba.ali@gmail.com or election coordinator Stella Krall stellakrall@gmail.com. Thank you! 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Counselors Colette (Nest – 3/4) colette@eagleschool.org and Heather (4/5 – 7/8) and heather@eagleschool.org 
are available for student concerns. Some of the resources they have previously shared are linked here. 
 
Working on Wellness Classroom 
Check out the resources in the “Zen Den,” weekly challenges, and other activities in Heather’s Working on 
Wellness Classroom. Everything is optional and designed to be fun and/or provide opportunities to recognize 

gratitude and practice empathy and kindness. Go to classroom.google.com and use the code wzooflf to join.   
 

Heather’s Weekly Challenge 
This week's challenge in Working on Wellness is to post in the school wide Creative Corner Google 
Classroom. Post and comment on at least 10 other contributors. If you haven’t yet joined, log in to 
classroom.google.com with your EAGLE student Google account using the classroom code uzv3aq7. 

I hope everyone had fun with last week's Minute to Win It challenges. It's not too late to post your attempts and 
successes. 
 

For next week, although there will not be a specific challenge, consider starting the 30 Days of Kindness Journal 
(links in Google Classroom). These activities take 10 minutes or less to complete and are designed to give 
yourself, your community, and this world a daily dose of generosity, connection, empathy, and love.  
 

Counselors’ Corner 

EPO News 
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