
 

 
 

Looking Ahead          
 

Friday, December 13 

 Milio’s Lunch 

 TGIF: Market Day 

 5/6 – 7/8 Dance, Commons, 6:00 to  
8:30 PM 

 

Sunday, December 15 

 Cello/Strings Concert, Auditorium, 6:00 PM 
 

Wednesday, December 18 

 Band & Strings Winter Concert, 
Auditorium, 6:30 PM 

 

Friday, December 20 

 Noodles & Co. Lunch 

 TGIF: Staff Talent Show 
 

Monday, December 23 – Friday, January 3 

 NO SCHOOL – Winter Break 
 

Monday, January 6 

 School Resumes 
 

Wednesday, January 8 

 Prospect Visit, 8:30 to 11:00 AM 
 

 

Friday, January 10 

 Last Day of 1st Semester 

 Rocky’s Pizza Lunch 

 TGIF: Clubs 
 

Tuesday, January 14 

 EPO Meeting, Commons, 8:30 to 9:30 AM 
 

Wednesday, January 15 

 Nest B Musical Performance, Auditorium, 
8:30 AM 

 Primary A & B Musical Performance, 
Auditorium, 9:10 AM 

 Math Olympiad, Commons, 3rd Per. 

 Nest A Musical Performance, Auditorium, 
2:30 PM 

 

Thursday, January 16 

 Prospect Visit, 8:30 to 11:00 AM 
 

Friday, January 17 

 Milio’s Lunch 

 TGIF: Spelling Bee 

 
 
 
 

 
Winter Choral Concert Tonight 
Come enjoy the sounds of the season as our 4/5 – 7/8 students treat us to a winter choral concert under the 
direction of Darlene Harper. The show begins at 6:30 PM, Thursday, in the Auditorium. 
 

Market Day is Here! 
EAGLE’s annual Market Day is tomorrow, Friday, Dec. 13, beginning at 1:40 PM. Join us for a unique 
opportunity to purchase a variety of creative products designed by our students. A catalog of the 

food, crafts, and carnival games available has been posted on EAGLEnet so you can plan your experience. 
Come one, come all—parents, grandparents, friends, and neighbors—to shop and enjoy the festivities at 
EAGLE School’s Market Day! Don't forget that 10% of the profits from the event will go to help build a library 
for La Flor school in Costa Rica. 
 

Vol. 38, No. 17, Dec. 12, 2019 

www.eagleschool.org 

Aerie-Gram  

(608) 273-0309 

EAGLE Happenings 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ATv8AjihOpg6jhn91NsDFr8LwEGaVnKb/view
https://eagleschool.myschoolapp.com/app/parent#featuredcontent
http://www.eagleschool.org/


 
Band & Strings Concert Wednesday 
EAGLE band students, under the direction of Christine Eckel, and our strings students, under the direction of 
Laura Mericle and Mark Bridges, will present a winter concert on Wednesday, Dec. 18, at 6:30 PM, in the 
Auditorium. 
 
New Assistant Director Position 
For most of EAGLE School's history, there have been two Directors. The Board has approved the addition of an 
Assistant Director, beginning next year. The position is posted, and we hope to have it filled by March. 
 

EAGLE Summer Enrichment Program 
EAGLE School is excited to announce a new summer program for 2020. This two-week offering in 
2020 is designed to grow, in the years that follow, into a robust four- to six-week program for EAGLE 

students as well as for other qualified students in the Madison area. From Jun. 15 – 26, several 1.5-hour 
courses will be offered, from 8:45 AM until 4:00 PM, that can be combined as desired. Students may register 
for one or two weeks. Curriculum details will be finalized soon, with registration planned to open in mid-
January. Check our website for the latest information. 
 

 
 

 
 

Teachers Reveal Wishes 
In keeping with the merriment of the season, parents often ask what they might give a special 
teacher for a holiday gift. To make shopping a little easier, we are forwarding with this 

newsletter an updated 2019 Staff Wish List. The items on the list can be ordered online or through our 
catalogs. If you wish to purchase (or contribute toward) one of these items for a staff member, please notify 
Wade in the Main Office and drop off your check or cash contribution. If you decide to purchase something 
from the wish list on your own, please let us know what you’ve chosen so as to avoid duplication. Please know 
that donating in this way is strictly voluntary and certainly not expected! 
 

Also, if you are planning year-end donations to charitable organizations, please keep our scholarship fund 
and/or general fund in mind. Because we are a non-profit organization under the federal 501(c)(3) codes, 
donations to the school are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 
 

Ordering Hot Lunches  
Lunches are available to order through the end of the school year using the School Lunch Choice 
website. Instructions can be found here. The deadline for ordering any hot lunch is at 11:45 PM, 

three days prior to the date the lunch will be served. Orders can be deleted, and refunds credited, if changes 
are made prior to the deadline. At this time, only credit cards are accepted for payment. To purchase a 
Noodles & Co. lunch for Friday, Dec. 20, please place your order before Tuesday, Dec. 17, at 11:45 PM.  
 

Winter Clothing Drive 
Clean your closet and help your community! It’s a win-win! Drop off your gently used winter 
clothing in the collection boxes around the school during our Clothing Drive! All donations will go 

to the Community Action Coalition to help families in need. You may donate clean, gently used items such as 
winter coats, winter hats, gloves, sweatshirts, blankets, boots, socks, and new, packaged underwear. The drive, 
sponsored by the TGIF Service Club, runs through Jan. 10. Don’t delay! Bring in your donations soon!   
 
EAGLE Bus News 
Planning is currently underway for the spring semester. If you are interested in riding the bus, please contact 
the EAGLE Bus Coordinators at eagleschoolbus@gmail.com. 
 
 
 

General Information 
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Second Semester Tuition Payment Due 
If you are paying tuition under the Semester Payment Plan, your second installment is due by Jan. 6, 2020, our 
first day back after winter break. (Tuition notices were mailed on Tuesday.) You may mail a check or stop in the 
office on or before Dec. 20 to pay in person. 
 

Tax Deduction for Private School Tuition 
Did you know that Wisconsin offers a tax break for parents with children in private schools? The tax deduction, 
which began in the 2014 tax year, allows families to deduct up to $4,000 for tuition paid for dependent 
children in grades K-8, and up to $10,000 for high school students. Click here for more information (EAGLE tax 
ID is 39-1413598). Parents, please note that tuition receipts for the 2019 calendar year will be sent home with 
semester reports in January. 
 

 
 
 

Rita O’Connor 
Rita O’Connor learned about EAGLE School from afar, when it opened in 1982. She and her family moved to 
Madison in 1985, just in time for her to apply for a position in the math department. She happily got caught up 
in the whirlwind of EAGLE, and the next thing she knew, it was 2010 and time for retirement! 
 

Rita earned a B.A. in Math and Philosophy, followed by an M.A. in Philosophy. She taught college students in 
Dubuque, teens in Chicago, adults in Reedsburg, and College for Kids in Baraboo. Throughout the years, she 
tutored students of all ages. Upon retirement, she was invited to become a Steward of EAGLE, and 
subsequently joined the Board in 2014. She is immensely grateful for her long association with EAGLE and its 
amazing people. 
 

 
 
 
 

Science Olympians Earn Medals  
On Saturday, Dec. 7, our Science Olympiad teams competed in the Boyceville Invitational. The results were 
impressive, given that these students were placed in the top division, competing with state champs from 
around the Midwest. Our EAGLE teams placed 3rd and 20th overall, and in 14 out of 23 events, they placed in 
the top 6. The following students earned medals: 
 

First Place: Grant S., Seamus S.  
Second Place: Lois B., Annabel N., Grant S., Seamus S.  
Third Place: Lois B., Geoffrey H., Gavin H., Henry H. (2) Joey K., Jeana K. 
Fourth Place: Emma B., Ava B., Maya J. (subbing for Anna H.), Sophie N., 

Ellie S., Christian S. 
Fifth Place: Emma B., Lois B., Aydin R. 
Sixth Place: Ava B., Geoffrey H., Joey K., Jeana K., Aydin R., Max T. 
 

We congratulate all of our hard-working Science Olympians, and we sincerely thank Mrs. McCulley and all the 
parents who helped to make this success possible. The Science Olympiad regional competition will be held on 
Jan. 25 at UW-Milwaukee, and the state competition will take place at UW-Milwaukee on Apr. 18.  
 
Math League Teams Achieve  
Congratulations to all 19 students who participated in the Madison Area Math League at Memorial High School 
on Wednesday! Our Varsity team placed 3rd in the small schools division, while our JV-2 team took 1st and the 
JV-1 team placed 2nd. Justin D. earned a 5th place ribbon in the individual competition at the Junior Varsity 
level. Members of the JV-1 team included Eeshan A., Emma B., Lois B., Jacsyn D., Christabel E., Isaac H., Ellen J., 
and Anuhya M. The JV-2 team was comprised of Laila A., Lily A., Justin D., Maya J., Sophia J., Joey K., Maeve S., 
and Li Y. Geoffrey H., Brynn R., and Sammy R. made up our Varsity team. Great work, everyone! 
 

Meet the Board of Directors! 

Congratulations! 

http://www.wcris.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/WI-tax-deduction-official-document.pdf


 
 

 
 

Fitchburg Holiday Market Fun 
EPO volunteers had a great time last Saturday hosting a crafting table at the "Get Festive with 
Agora" Holiday Market and Celebration in Fitchburg.  Even Bucky Badger was excited to make 
crafts with us!  While the kids made some fantastic holiday ornaments, we raised money for the 
EPO and EAGLE's scholarship fund.  Special thanks to Abby Utley and Sara Finesilver for 
coordinating the event. 

 
 
 
 
 

Lunchtime Volunteer Opening on Tuesdays 
We are looking for a volunteer who can supervise students during lunch (11:20 to 12:30), in the 
Commons, once a month on Tuesdays (Feb. 4, Mar. 3, Apr. 7, and May 5). If you are interested in 
this position, please email Volunteer Coordinator Jimlene Pleva at jimlene@eagleschool.org. 

 
New Ski Club Coordinators Wanted 
We’re still hoping to find a few coordinators willing to select trip dates, arrange bus transportation, 
and recruit participants and chaperones for the EAGLE Ski Club. Discounts are offered at area 

resorts (Cascade Mountain, Devil’s Head, Tyrol Basin) for school groups of 15 or more. We need a coordinator 
to keep the Ski Club going! For more details, please email jimlene@eagleschool.org. 
 

Girls on the Run – Coaches Needed! 
Girls On The Run (GOTR) at EAGLE needs volunteer coaches! We are in need of a head coach and 
two assistant coaches for our team this spring. Without coaches, the program may not run at our 

school. Prior experience as a coach or a runner is not required, and you do not have to be a parent of a GOTR 
participant. Please contact Kellie if you are interested in coaching one day per week (Tuesdays or Thursdays, 
from 3:25 to 5:00 PM). The season begins March 23 and concludes with a 5K run on June 6. Daughters of 
coaches (grades 3 – 5) will receive priority registration. Please contact Kellie at klhalder@gmail.com with 
questions. 
 

 
 
 

 
Annual Food Drive a Success 
Sincere thanks to the families who participated in our annual food drive and to the Student Council members 
who collected the donations each morning. Hundreds of food items were picked up by the Fitchburg Police 
Department and distributed to local food pantries last week. Your generosity will make a noticeable difference 
for many in our community. Congratulations to the 4/5 class who earned a popcorn party by bringing in 120 
items! The 6/7 class (113 items) was a close second and the 3/4 class came in third (89 items). 
 

Name the Eagle! 
The contest to “Name the Eagle” has begun! Students may place money into the 
buckets outside of the Reception Office to vote for the names they prefer: Don, Goose, 
Feathers, Kiwi, or No Mice. The name with the most funds raised wins! All money 

collected will go to #TeamTrees, an effort to plant 20 million trees worldwide by January 2020. 
 
 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Student Council 

EPO Update 

mailto:jimlene@eagleschool.org
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Winter Dance Tomorrow Night 
The Middle School “Masquerade Ball” for students in 5/6 – 7/8 will be held tomorrow, Friday, 
Dec. 13, from 6:00 to 8:30 PM, in the Commons. Pizza and drinks will be served. Attendees are 

encouraged to bring a mask to wear or decorate one at the dance. Purchase your ticket during lunch for $5 or 
pay $7 at the door. 
 

 

 

 
Winter Chess Club Begins Next Month 
Chess Master Alex Betaneli and the Wisconsin Chess Academy will be offering another session of 
Chess Club this winter. Open to students in Primary and above, participants will learn more about 
chess through tactics sheets and playing games against other EAGLE students. Younger students 

(Primaries and Upper Primaries) should have prior exposure to the game and be genuinely interested. 
Questions may be directed to Kimberly Rios at kimmerst@aol.com. Register through EAGLEnet form. 
 

Who: Primaries and older 
When: Tuesdays, 3:25 to 4:30; Jan. 14, 28; Feb. 4, 11 & 25; Mar. 3 (six sessions) 
Where: Commons 
Fee: $85 - $120 (depending on number of registrants). Fee will be communicated via EAGLEnet form after 
registration closes. 
 
Chess Tournament 
If your student would like to join members of the EAGLE Chess Club at their next tournament on Dec. 21, in 
Milwaukee, click here to view the registration information. You don’t need to be a member to play! 
 

 
 
 

 

Support EAGLE through AmazonSmile 
Using AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support EAGLE School every time 
you shop, at no cost to you. Shopping at smile.amazon.com is comparable to shopping at 

Amazon.com—same prices, same selection, with the added bonus that if you designate EAGLE as the recipient 
of their donation, Amazon will contribute 0.5% of the purchase price of your items to our school.  
 

For those using the Chrome web browser, a free Amazon Smile extension, SmileAlways, will automatically 
redirect any www.amazon.com page to smile.amazon.com. Set it once and your purchases will consistently 
benefit EAGLE. To learn more about the SmileAlways plug-in extension, click here. 
 

Enjoy a Holiday Food Fight! 
Looking for a great gift for that person who has everything? A Food Fight gift card 
might be just the ticket. Food Fight, a group of Madison restaurants, offers a 10% 

rebate to non-profit organizations that sell their gift cards. Buying a gift card for that special someone is an 
easy way to add funds to the school with no extra expense to you. Food Fight gift cards are available for 
purchase in our Main Office. (Advance notice for large orders is appreciated; email your request to 
jimlene@eagleschool.org. Click here for a complete listing of participating Food Fight restaurants. 
 

Support EAGLE 

Activities 

mailto:kimmerst@aol.com
https://eagleschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Chess-Tournament-Dec-2019.pdf
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://www.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/smile-always/jgpmhnmjbhgkhpbgelalfpplebgfjmbf?hl=en
mailto:jimlene@eagleschool.org
https://foodfightinc.com/restaurants/

