
MEETING MINUTES 
EAGLE School EPO Meeting 

February 10, 2015 

 

Board Members Present 

Bill Buckingham, Jodie Johnson, Kristin Hammes, Chad Thums, Amy Copeland, Tiffany 

Lim, Leslie Abegglen, Elizabeth Neviaser 

 

Board Members Absent 

Amaud Johnson, Jimlene Pleva, Kelly Perna, Helen Lee 

 

Guests Present 

Carole Mason, Nancy Barabas, Jerry Neviaser, Dia Caulkins, Gwen Cassis, Amy Bina 

 

Presiding 

Bill Buckingham 

 

Call to Order 

Bill Buckingham called the meeting to order at 8:35 am. 

 

Minutes 

The minutes of the January 13, 2015 meeting were approved as written. 

 

Director’s Report 

Carole Mason reported that the Summer Enrichment brochures went out last week, and 

that she sent ideas to Diane Tautgues for Spring FUNdraiser committee chairs.  The 

middle school students’ robotics team competed for the first time and did very well.  

They placed 5th and earning themselves an invitation to state competition.  This was 

their first year competing and they competed at the high school level, so decided to wait 

a year before competing at the state level.  Staff will be working on how to use the 

robotics equipment in the technology/math curriculum.  The Board will be meeting on 

Sunday to set tuition based on the proposed budget.  Carole is requesting a small 

tuition increase and is projecting 244 students for 2015-16, including 24 nesters.  The 

current enrollment is 244.   

 

 

 



Treasurer’s Report 

In Jimlene Pleva’s absence, Bill Buckingham reviewed the January 2015 financial 

statement for the EAGLE School and EPO accounts.  The loss taken on the Keva event 

due to low attendance generated some discussion regarding finding a balance for email 

reminders via unit parents to remind families of upcoming events.  It was agreed that 

one reminder for an upcoming event delivered via unit parents would be useful and 

acceptable.  Jodie will ensure this is added to the documentation for all events as a 

responsibility of the committee chair.  During a later part of the meeting, Chad also 

suggested utilizing an EPO Facebook page and Jerry suggested text updates. 

 

New Business 

Recruitment Committee:  Jodie confirmed she would add unit parent emails into the event 

documentation, as well as the amount of EPO funding for each event. 

EPO Sponsored Speakers:  In Helen’s absence, Bill reviewed the information Helen had 

gathered for an event through eKids Consulting.  An Internet Safety Event was 

proposed with two tracks, one for parents and one for students.  There was much 

support for this type of event. Carole suggested a late March/early April timeframe and 

will connect with Helen to review the organization and the content of the sessions.  Bill 

will update Helen. 

2015-16 EPO Board Recruitment:  Bill reviewed the situation for the upcoming school 

year with 4 board members remaining in place and 8 board members needing to be 

replaced.  In order to return to a more balanced new to returning member ratio in 

future years, we will be filling two of those openings with 1-year term roles.  Jimlene 

Pleva will remain on as Treasurer for 1 additional year, filling one of the 1-year terms.  

There was much discussion about possible candidates and alternative times for EPO 

meetings.  Various Board members will begin recruiting and report back at the March 

meeting.  

End of Year Picnic:  After much discussion surrounding the best venue for the End of 

Year Picnic, it was voted upon to keep the McGaw Park venue.  The End of Year Picnic 

will be held on June 4th and parent volunteers will be needed to organize activities.  

Tiffany reported that she has also reserved McGaw Park for the Back To School Ice 

Cream Social on August 23rd. 

 

Upcoming Events 

Box Tops:  Tiffany is collecting from the classrooms on a weekly basis.  The collection 

period will end on 2/27/15.  

Teacher Appreciation Dinner:  Jodie is chairing the event, which will take place during 

conferences on 3/12/15.  

Community Building:  In Helen’s absence, Bill provided the event updates.  The Chipotle 

event will take place at the University Avenue location on 2/18, 4-8pm, with 50% of 



sales donated back to EAGLE.  The Culver’s event will take place on 3/9, 5-8pm at the 

Todd Drive location, with 10% of sales donated back to EAGLE.  This event needs 5 

volunteers to deliver food to tables.  Carole will assist Helen with recruiting volunteers.  

The Fired Up Pottery event will take place on 4/19, 11-3pm, with 30% of sales donated 

back to EAGLE.  Finally, Helen is targeting an event at Ten Pin Alley in May.  Helen 

will coordinate email reminders to families via the unit parents for all events. 

Spring Fundraiser:  Jerry Neviaser reporting that he and Diane are in the process of 

securing all of the chairs for the individual activities and a kick-off meeting will be held 

in approximately one week with those chairs.   

 

Old Business 

Movie Night:  Dia Caulkins reported that attendance was down for this year’s event and 

some discussion took place surrounding possible reasons for that.  Dan rented speakers 

for the auditorium for the event, and Jerry indicated that he has a sound system that 

could be used for future event needs.   

Soarin’ Awards:  Gwen handed out the awards during TGIF last Friday.  First semester’s 

recipients were Jenny Iskandar and Vicki Lee-Springman.  They will be announced to 

families in an upcoming Aerie Gram. 

 

Other 

Elizabeth reported that she had spoken with Rebecca Finster, who would like to hold an 

Art Night for parents-only.  The possibility of EPO funding the cost of supplies was 

discussed.  Elizabeth will gage interest and report back at the March meeting. 

 

Announcements & Adjournment 

The next EPO meeting is scheduled for March 10, 2015.  The meeting was adjourned at 

9:35 am. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Kristin Hammes 

EPO Secretary 

 

 


