
MEETING MINUTES 
EAGLE School EPO Meeting 

November 11, 2014 

 

Board Members Present 

Bill Buckingham, Jodie Johnson, Kristin Hammes, Jimlene Pleva, Kelly Perna, Chad 

Thums, Helen Lee, Amy Copeland, Tiffany Lim, Elizabeth Neviaser, Amaud Johnson 

 

Board Members Absent 

Leslie Abegglen 

 

Guests Present 

Carole Mason, Azita Hamedani, Dia Caulkins, Daniel Siehr, Robin Sherman, Diana 

Mahaffey, Marjorie Cuthbert, Mahr Malik 

 

Presiding 

Bill Buckingham 

 

Call to Order 

Bill Buckingham called the meeting to order at 8:30 am. 

 

Minutes 

The minutes of the October 14, 2014 meeting were approved as written. 

 

Director’s Report 

Carole Mason reported receiving very positive feedback on the parent/teacher 

conferences and indicated that they continue to work to find the most optimal ways to 

handle the scheduling.  Carole indicated that the attendance was great, which is not 

common for schools in general.  The Food Drive is underway and grade levels have 

been paired and assigned a meal/category.  The winner of the friendly competition for 

the most meals donated will win a classroom party.  This year, students were shown 

short Second Harvest videos in an effort to educate students about food pantries, the 

issue of hunger in general, and who it can impact.  Carole was pleased with the content 

of the videos as they provided the insight into the issue without creating concern in 

younger students.  Carole commented that the Junior 3/4’s Grandparents Breakfast was 

a great event again this year but that the challenge that every student does not have a 

grandparent in the area continues to exist.  The goal of the event is to share an 



intergenerational meal (young students, older students, grandparents/grandfriends).  

All those in attendance were very gracious, as in past years, to welcome students 

without grandparents to join them.  Next year we plan to add the option for students to 

bring a photo and a short bio of a grandparent who could not be there.  Carole 

encourage the EPO Chairs to recruit for next year’s event chair this year as the event is 

wrapping up and fresh in the minds of those who volunteered.  Carole commended the 

group for a nice job with the Halloween Party and commented that the events are 

successful for the kids whether the events are large, small, simple or elaborate and 

encouraged the EPO to keep that in mind when planning these events.   

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Jimlene Pleva reviewed the October 2014 financial statement for the EAGLE School and 

EPO accounts, both of which are tracking well to budget.  Jimlene highlighted the Fall 

Fundraiser, Community Building events and some items that were carryovers from last 

school year.   

 

New Business 

EPO Committee Chairs:  Jodie reported that the Recruitment Committee has been 

meeting as a group and focusing on the goal events and the liberty of the Chair to 

determine whether they reach that goal by replicating last year’s event or taking their 

own direction on it.  They have also been discussing creative ways to recruit 

chairpersons.  The documentation of events is 60% complete on the Google Drive.  A 

discussion occurred around the method to be utilized for volunteer sign-ups going 

forward.  It was agreed that the paper forms would be reinstated at next summer’s 

registration time and that Sign-Up Genius should be used consistently at event time to 

secure volunteers for specific duties.  Carole indicated that the calendar is done in the 

summer so many of the EPO events can be scheduled then and dates and descriptions 

of the events can be included in the registration packet. 

 

Upcoming Events 

Game Night:  Bill reported that Dan Siehr and Sarah Williams are co-chairing this year’s 

event and that a couple volunteer slots remain open.  Those attending the meeting 

volunteered to fill those open slots. 

 

Barnes & Noble Gift Wrap: Helen Lee reported that The Barnes & Noble gift wrap event 

will occur on Sunday, December 7.  The store is open 10am-7pm that day and we will 

attempt to cover most of these hours with 3-4 person teams working 2-hour shifts.  A 

charity to which all proceeds will be donated still needs to be chosen.  Some discussion 

took place concluding that a charity focusing on children’s education would be the 

focus and Student Council would be included in that decision. 



 

Scholastic Book Orders:  Amy Copeland reported that the holiday book order flyers 

would be in lockers on Friday in order to ensure delivery of orders before winter break.  

 

Box Tops:  Dan Siehr and Tiffany Lim volunteered to co-chair this year’s event.  They are 

seeking fresh ideas for awards for the winning classrooms. 

 

KEVA:  Jimlene reported that this year’s event will need to occur on either January 24th 

or January 31st based on availability of the facility.  The Recruitment Committee will use 

the list of those who volunteered to help at the event to seek a Chairperson for the 

event.  Carole offered her assistance in identifying individuals to approach.   

 

Toy Drive:  Jodie reported that the parents who developed and ran the Toy Drive last 

year will be taking the lead on this event again this year if they decide to proceed with 

it.   

 

Old Business 

Halloween Party:  Amaud reported on a great event commenting for next year that the 

most challenging piece of the event was decorations – who does them, the expense and 

are they necessary? 

 

Fall Fundraiser:  The Fall Fundraiser has concluded and Dia Caulkins reported that 

approximately $8,500 was raised, and she is working on the documentation for next 

year.  There was discussion surrounding how to inspire participation next year as we 

had 2 classrooms with no participation.  A suggestion was made to report the number 

of minutes read mid-event to encourage some friendly competition.  Carole reminded 

the group that many families want to donate to purchase something very specific so 

suggested that next year’s forms are more specific about what the money raised will be 

utilized to purchase.  Additionally, next year’s forms should allow for a flat donation 

without counting minutes read. 

 

Staff Appreciation, Parent-Teacher Conference Dinner:  Jodie reported that Sign-Up Genius 

worked well and all needs and roles were filled.  Carole commented that the teacher 

and staff very much appreciated the meal, as always.   

 

Community Building:  Helen Lee reported that the Dairy Queen and Ultrazone Laser Tag 

events were successful, raising $140 and $373 respectively.  Helen indicated that she is 

considering another Dairy Queen event for the last day of school.    

 

Spirit Wear:  Elizabeth Neviaser reported that the goal is to sell 100 shirts, orders have 

begun to come in, and shirts will be delivered prior to winter break.   



 

 

Announcements & Adjournment 

The next EPO meeting is scheduled for December 9, 2014.  The meeting was adjourned 

at 9:38 am. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Kristin Hammes 

EPO Secretary 

 

 


