
MEETING MINUTES 
EAGLE School EPO Meeting 

January 13, 2015 

 

Board Members Present 

Bill Buckingham, Jodie Johnson, Kristin Hammes, Jimlene Pleva, Kelly Perna, Chad 

Thums, Helen Lee, Amy Copeland, Tiffany Lim, Leslie Abegglen, Amaud Johnson 

 

Board Members Absent 

Elizabeth Neviaser 

 

Guests Present 

Carole Mason, Azita Hamedani, Nancy Barabas, Caroline Geraci, Ellen Bunn, Heather 

Rectanus, Mark Finado, Marjorie Cuthbert 

 

Presiding 

Bill Buckingham 

 

Call to Order 

Bill Buckingham called the meeting to order at 8:35 am. 

 

Minutes 

The minutes of the December 9, 2014 meeting were approved as written. 

 

Director’s Report 

Carole Mason thanked the EPO again for the funds raised through the Fall Fundraiser 

and reported that the items discussed last month have been ordered.  The water 

damage that occurred prior to winter break was an insurance claim, was very 

expensive, but was completed the right way and right away.  Next year’s tuition is in 

the process of being set, and contracts for current students will go out in February and 

will be due March 1.  Carole received a very high response rate to her survey around 

summer school and indicated that it will go forward July 20-31.  The program will be all 

enrichment opportunities, and Carole is seeking teachers, including parents.  Carole 

noted that next week there are many families who add Wednesday thru Friday to the 

Monday and Tuesday off school.  In addition to the typical challenges associated with 

students being absent, the timing further complicates the situation because it is the start 

of a new semester and new concepts are being missed by the students who are out.  She 



is contemplating whether next year we should cut winter break short and make this a 

full week off.  This will be further discussed at a later date. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Jimlene Pleva reviewed the December 2014 financial statement for the EAGLE School 

and EPO accounts, both of which continue to track favorably to budget.  Jimlene 

highlighted some recent activity relating to dues from a new family and the fact that 

few receipts from fall events have come in.  She reminded the Board that the events 

have been budgeted for, and we are happy to reimburse families.     

 

New Business 

EPO Committee Chairs:  Jodie reported that all 2014-15 chair slots are filled and the initial 

drafts of the event documentation are complete and under review.  The documentation 

on the year-to-date events is also in progress.  

Soarin’ Awards:  Much discussion occurred around several volunteers deserving of this 

award and those who has previously received the awards.  Jodie Johnson will add the 

previous recipients to the Google Docs database created for EPO so that this 

information is retained for and can be updated by future boards.  Ultimately, the board 

voted upon Vicki Springman and Jenny Iskander to receive the award.  A reminder was 

issued that this is to be kept confidential. Carole and Gwen will be putting together a 

write up on the efforts of each of these volunteers for the announcement, the date of 

which is yet to be determined.  

EPO Spring Community Service Projects:  Azita discussed several options for these service 

projects, including collecting, packing and distributing food for the Goodman 

Thanksgiving Drive; back office work for Berby Derby; and a gift drive in coordination 

with a local Unitarian Church.  Carole also received an email from the zoo looking for 

family volunteers, which she will review and pass along. 

EPO Sponsored Speakers:  Bill requested that members let the Board know if there is 

interest in a speaker this year and/or if there are suggestions for topics.  Information can 

be sent via email or discussed at the February meeting.  Helen brought up eKids 

Consulting, whose focus is on protecting children on-line and the fact that the MCPASD 

has worked with them in the past. 

 

Upcoming Events 

Book Fairs:  Ellen joined the meeting and discussed her plans for this year’s winter, in-

school book fair.  Since the Barnes & Noble book fair was decided to be every other 

year, Ellen has been seeking an alternative to a Scholastic in-school book fair for this 

year.  She has been in contact with Usborne Books and likes the quality of the books 

available and the support they provide.  Usborne will bring staff to manage sales 

during the book fair and would give the EAGLE library 50% of sales in points to utilize 



to purchase Usborne books.  Ellen would value having these books in the EAGLE 

library.  The Usborne book fair will occur March 4 or 5 through March 6 during QRT’s 

and TGIF.  Ellen has also been in negotiations with Barnes & Noble for our December 

2015 in-store book fair.  It is scheduled for Saturday, December 12, 2015.  EAGLE will be 

the only school in the store that day and will also be doing the in-store wrapping.  Ellen 

expects to again have student performances, teacher read-alouds and is seeking an 

author/illustrator again. 

Keva:  Jodie reported that we are still seeking a few volunteers and will use the Aerie 

Gram to secure those remaining spots. 

Box Tops: The collection period will be 1/21/15-2/27/15 this year.  Awards for the 

winning units are as follows:  (1st place) $10 iTunes gifts cards; (2nd place) homework 

pass; (3rd place) class party. 

Movie Night:  Dia Caulkins & Andrea Mason are co-chairing and will communicate 

details via the Aerie Gram. 

Spring Fundraiser:  Diane Tautges and Jerry Neviaser will be co-chairing this year’s 

event.  Some discussion occurred surrounding how to utilize our indoor space since we 

have more space and more families than in previous years, as well as outdoor space if 

we see inclement weather again.  The possible use of a tent was discussed. 

Community Building:  Helen reported that Chipotle will not allow events at both 

locations this year, so this year’s event will take place on February 18, 4-8pm at the 

University Ave. location.  Helen is also pursuing dates at Jason’s Deli and Culver’s and 

plans to have a pottery event again this year in March/April.  Dan Siehr is also looking 

into scheduling an event at Ten Pin Alley in March/April as well.   

 

Old Business 

This was no old business discussed. 

 

Announcements & Adjournment 

The next EPO meeting is scheduled for February 10, 2015.  The meeting was adjourned 

at 9:35 am. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Kristin Hammes 

EPO Secretary 

 

 


