
MEETING MINUTES 
EAGLE School EPO Meeting 

April 14, 2015 

 

Board Members Present 

Bill Buckingham, Jodie Johnson,  Chad Thums, , Tiffany Lim, Amaud Johnson, Jimlene 

Pleva, Helen Lee,  Amy Copeland   

 

Board Members Absent 

Leslie Abegglen , Kristin Hammes, Elizabeth Neviaser 

 

Guests Present 

Carole Mason, Nancy Barabas, Diane Tautges, Azita Hamedani, Scott Mason, Laura 

Dry, Dia Caulkins, Julie Popp, Dan Siehr, Alperen Ozalp, Mahr Malik, Gwen Cassis, 

Patti DuBeau, Jerry Neviaser 

 

Presiding 

Bill Buckingham 

 

Call to Order 

Bill Buckingham called the meeting to order at 8:34 am. 

 

Minutes 

The minutes of the March 10, 2015 meeting were approved as written. 

 

Director’s Report 

Carole Mason reported that the school and director’s surveys will be distributed this 

week to parents.   The results of the school survey will be presented at the annual State 

of the School meeting on May 11, 2015 at 7:00.  The director’s survey is distributed to 

the Board of Directors.  Carole also reported on a number of items relating to planning 

for the next school year.  Interviews are lined up for open staff positions – guidance 

counselor, lower level French teacher, and 3/4 LASSD teacher.  Susan Finley will 

maintain her current role and another full-time counselor will be hired to help meet the 

needs of the school’s growing population.  A splitting of responsibilities will be 

developed (e.g. younger students, older students).  A lower level French teacher will be 

brought in to assist Ann as she is taking responsibility for two Primary LASSD classes 

as Jean retires this year.  A new 3/4 LASSD teacher will be hired to fill the gap as Jenn 



Sauer shifts roles next year.  Intermediate, 5/6, 6/7 and 7/8 are all full for next year.  All 

other units have some space, and Carole particularly would like to add to Nest and 

Primary for next year, both of which are currently at around 20 students.  She would 

like to see those units at 22-24 students.  Ann is in the process of finalizing plans for the 

June 3rd “Day Away” for students and will send information to parents shortly.  Carole 

recapped that Jean is retiring this year after approximately 25 years at EAGLE.  A 

retirement party was held and the question was raised about a retirement gift.  Lastly, 

Carole reported that the 7/8 Washington, D.C. trip was fabulous! 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Jimlene Pleva reviewed the March 2015 financial statement for the EAGLE School and 

EPO accounts.  Overall, we continue to operate favorably to budget, however Jimlene 

expects there are receipts that have not yet been submitted.  A $50 gift card was 

purchase for Jessica and Carole suggested presenting a retirement gift to Jean at the 

awards ceremony on the last day of school.  Jimlene discussed that just $200 of the $900 

budget for Unit Support has been spent to date.  She will email unit parents to make 

them aware of what remains for their unit as it does not rollover to next year.  She will 

also make the suggestion to purchase gift cards for teachers so no teachers are left out.  

The suggestion was made to reinstate the EPO role of Unit Parent Liaison next year, 

which Jodie indicated she would add to her list of next year’s events and Chairs. 

 

New Business 

2015-16 EPO Board Recruitment:  Bill reported that we have a full slate of candidates for 

next year’s EPO Board.  He thanked the candidates for running and for coming to the 

meeting.   

EPO Facebook Page:  Jodie is working to integrate this with the EAGLE School website.  

She will be talking with Carole and will provide an update at the May meeting.  

State of the School:  This meeting will take place on May 11, 2015 at 7:00pm in the 

Auditorium.  

Soarin’ Award Nominations:  Bill is looking for nominations and requested they be 

emailed to Board members. 

2015 Fall Events:  Jodie reviewed a full-year list of events, including this year’s and next 

year’s Chairs of each event.  Various attendees of the meeting volunteered to Chair 

events that did not yet have a Chair identified.  Thank you!  Amy is in the process of 

working on finalizing a Chair for Scholastic Books.   

 

Upcoming Events 

EPO Sponsored Speaker:  Bill reported that cost continues to be an issue with the internet 

safety speaker he spoke with.  Based on experience at work, Jodie suggested that an FBI 

agent may come in free of charge to discuss internet safety.  Some discussion occurred 



around a request to have someone discuss Instagram and its targeting of young 

children.  Jerry indicated he may have contacts that would come in to discuss this at no 

cost.  Carole suggested this event be targeted for the Fall, including the possibility of it 

being a series of events (parents, parents & students, older students, etc.). 

Community Building:  Helen reviewed that the Fired Up Pottery event will take place this 

Saturday, 4/19, 11-3pm, with 30% of sales donated back to EAGLE.  It was decided to 

forgo an event at Ten Pin Alley as May is already full with events.  Helen also reviewed 

that Community Building has raised $1,475 this year and requested that ideas be 

emailed to her and that Carole ask teachers for their ideas as well.  Helen indicated that 

we would be looking to spend the funds on something “fun” that “builds community”.  

Carole will solicit ideas from teachers at the next staff meeting.  

Spring Fundraiser:  Diane provided a host of updates to the Board, including food, 

tickets, themes for the gym & the Commons, bake sale, children’s activities, karaoke, air 

band, raffle, bucket raffle and volunteers.  Jerry reported that he currently has 74 

auction items and is targeting 80-85.  This year’s auction is more focused on experiential 

items than last year’s. 

Parents-Only Art Night:  This event will not take place this year.   

End of Year Picnic:   The end of year picnic will take place on 6/4/15 at McGaw Park.  Due 

to scheduling conflict, Tiffany is not able to chair this event and a new Chair is needed.  

It was suggested that Sukhdeep Gill and Sukhvir Mann, who helped out last year, 

would be a place to start.  Jimlene will follow-up.  

Back-to-School Ice Cream Social:  Tiffany has reserved the park for 8/23/15.  The remaining 

planning will occur as the date gets closer.   

 

Old Business 

Culver’s Fundraising Event:  The event raised $400, to be seen on next month’s financials.   

 

Additional Discussion 

Jodie posed a question to Carole around the use of Chromebooks next year.  Carole 

reported that Chromebooks will be used again next year.  The 7/8’s will be keeping 

theirs (vs. passing them down to the 5/6’s) and a note will go home to 5/6’s parents 

discussing the details of the program, fees, options, etc.  

 

Announcements & Adjournment 

Bill encouraged everyone to attend next month’s EPO meeting, which is scheduled for 

May 12, 2015.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 am. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Kristin Hammes, EPO Secretary 


