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EAGLE School of Madison is an independent school dedicated to serving the educational needs 
of gifted and talented children, kindergarten through eighth grade, in the greater Madison area. 

 
Welcome to EAGLE School  
We are very happy that you have decided to be part 
of the EAGLE School community.  We have a staff of 
outstanding teachers who are ready to welcome your 
students, and many veteran parents who are quite 
willing to answer questions for new parents.  Our 
director, Carole Mason, has an “open door policy” for 
parents and tries to meet with them promptly when 
they have questions or concerns.  Our primary 
means of communicating with you is through the 
Aerie-Gram, sent home via e-mail and published 
weekly on the school website. Please establish a 
habit of reading it every Friday, as it contains 
valuable information. (We will not send home paper 
copies this year, but a few will be available in the 
office for quick reference.) 
 
First Full Day of School  
On Tuesday, August 30, we will welcome all students 
to their first full day of classes. We will have regular 
hours that day, 8:25 am to 3:10 pm, with bus service 
available to those who have signed up. EAGLE’s 
after-school Study Club will be in operation, and 
lunch milk will be available for those students who 
have ordered it by the deadline. (See articles later in 
this newsletter if you would like to sign up for the bus 
or Study Club.) 
 
Deadline for Registration is Important  
Along with this newsletter you are receiving some 
very important forms and information.  Please 
complete all registration materials and return them to 
the office by Friday, July 29.   Why so soon?  We 
must have emergency information on file for each 
child before the first day of school, and we need time 
to distribute information (e.g., allergies) to all staff 
members. We also need to compile lists and assign 
tasks to volunteers. Please help us by getting your 
forms to the office before July 29.  Thanks! 
 
Early Volunteer Opportunity   
Saturday Work Day  � Are you available on 
Saturday, August 20, from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm?   
We need help from parents to get the building in 
shape by doing some cleaning, repair work and 
painting.  (Sign up on school volunteer form in 
packet.)  Only mature, hard-working children should 
accompany parents. 
 
 

 
Orientation for Nest, Primary, and New Students  
This year we will once again have a special morning 
of orientation just for new students and their parents. 
All kindergarten (Nest), first grade (Primary), and new 
students in all other units should plan to attend 
school on Monday, August 29, from 8:25 to 11:20 am. 
These “freshmen” will be joined by a few invited 
veteran students for a time of meeting teachers and 
learning what to expect when school starts. Although 
attendance by parents is not required, it is highly 
encouraged, as the following informational sessions 
will be offered to assist new parents with the 
transition to EAGLE: 
 

8:35 – 9:30        Expectations, Communication,  
             Q&A with Director Carole Mason 
 

9:30 – 10:15  “What’s Best for the Nest?” with  
  Jane Kufel and Carole Mason 
                 or 

“SOS—Strategy, Organization, 
 Success” with Mary Kay Butterfield 

 

10:30 – 11:15  “Speaking from Experience”  
  (Veteran parents share information 
  including an explanation of the  
  EPO–EAGLE Parent Organization) 
 

11:20 Lunch – Students and parents will 
have the opportunity to meet the 
EAGLE staff and enjoy lunch before 
heading home or back to work. (No 
need to bring anything--food and 
beverages will be provided.) 

 

We look forward to seeing all of our new students 
(including Nesters and Primaries) on this important 
orientation morning. Please let us know if your child 
is unable to attend. 
 
 
Back-to-School Ice Cream Social  
All EAGLE families are invited to kick 
off the school year in style by attending 
our Back-to-School Ice Cream Social on  
Sunday, August 28, from 1:00 to 4:00 pm  
at McKee Farms Park. Come celebrate our new 
families and reunite with old friends. Hope to see  
you there!  Contact Liz K. (liz.king13@gmail.com) or 
Heather R. (heathererobbins@yahoo.com) with 
questions. 
 
 

 



EAGLE Bus News  
Planning is now underway for a single bus that will 
serve students in Middleton and west Madison 
neighborhoods. We are trying to modify last year’s 
route to include as many families as possible. The 
morning route will likely begin at Ashman Library at 
High Point and Old Sauk Road and include stops 
near Shorewood Hills, UW, and Edgewood Schools. 
The afternoon route will likely include stops at both 
the Sequoya and Ashman Libraries, and may 
possibly serve the Hawks Landing neighborhood. 
Priority will be given to returning riders and those 
interested in full-time bus service, followed by those 
interested in half-time service. If you are considering 
the bus and haven't yet indicated your interest to us, 
we need to hear from you no later than Friday, July 
22. To sign up or learn more, please contact Leslie S. 
(ljshown@charter.net or Ann L. (alarget@tds.net). 
 
Hours Extended for After School Study Club  
Each day from 3:30 to 5:30 pm , Study Club will be 
available for students in Primary – 7/8. This teacher-
supervised time will be broken into two one-hour 
segments. The first hour will consist of quiet study 
time in the library, and the second hour will offer 
students an opportunity for recreation in the 
Commons and/or gym. (Of course, students may 
continue to study or read during the second hour, if 
they so desire.) Space is limited to 10 students per 
adult. Cost: $10 per hour, per student. On any given 
day, students may attend for one or both hours. 
 

A Study Club registration form is enclosed in your 
packet. If you would like your child to attend Study 
Club in August/September, please complete the form, 
attach your payment, and submit them with your 
registration materials. The third week of each month, 
a registration form for the coming month will be  
e-mailed to you with your Aerie-Gram. 
 

If you would like your child to attend Study Club on 
occasion, but not on a regular basis, you may check 
availability for a particular date by calling the school 
office. For either option (regular or occasional 
attendance), you must have a registration form on file 
in order to use the service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EAGLE Band Information   
The Band Program will continue under the direction 
of Mrs. Christine Eckel. Small group instruction as 
well as beginning and advanced group bands will 
meet on Mondays and Wednesdays. Flight 
(Advanced) Band will rehearse on Monday 
afternoons from 3:20 to 4:00pm. Beginning Band  
will meet on Mondays during recess from 11:50am to 
12:20pm. On Wed., Aug. 31, Mrs. Eckel will conduct 
an instrument demonstration and mouth-piece try-
outs for all Junior 3/4s and any students who are 
interested in joining EAGLE Band for the first time. 
The demonstration will be held in the Commons from 
8:30 to 9:15 am, and mouthpiece try-outs will be held 
throughout that day. The Beginning Band/New 
Student Informational Parent Meeting is scheduled 
for Tuesday evening, Sept. 6, at 7:00pm in the Music 
Room (Rm.11). Due to the Labor Day holiday on 
Monday, Sept. 5, lessons will begin and the first full 
band rehearsal will take place on Monday, Sept. 12. 
 
News from Our Librarian  
Thank you ����A BIG thank you to everyone who 
assisted with the annual inventory and who helped 
put barcode labels on the covers of 10,000+ library 
books: Grainne B., Megan C., Mary C., Sam C., 
Andrea D., Patti D., Azam H., Christina H., Isabel H., 
Ken J., Jen J., Sarath K., Ritu K., Janice L., Lori R., 
Dan S., Jining W., 5/6 and 6/7 students, and 
especially Jimlene P. 
 

Fitchburg Library ����The new Fitchburg Public 
Library at 5530 Lacey Road (.8 miles from EAGLE) is 
open. It has welcoming book rooms for children and 
teens, as well as separate work areas—some quiet 
and some with computers. Check it out! 
 

Library Cards ���� 5/6 and 6/7 students should have 
their own public library cards for field trips to the 
public library. 
 

EAGLE Books ���� Please check your home 
(children's bedrooms) for any books with spine labels 
that belong to the EAGLE library. Thanks! 
 

    
 

PLEASE . . . 
 

Plan to help out on August 20 at our Saturday Work Day. 
 
Contact Ann L. or Leslie S. by July 22 if interested in  
bus service. 
 
Return registration materials by July 29. 
 

 


